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modern sense -was that combination of Whigs whom
William called to aid him in government in 1695.
Others contend that the second administration of Lord
RocMngham, which came into power in 1782, after the
triumph of the American colonists, the fall of Lord
North, and the defeat of George III, was the earliest
ministry of the type of to-day. At whatever date we
choose first to see all the decisive marks of that remark-
able system which combines unity, steadfastness, and
initiative in the executive, with the possession of supreme
authority alike over men and measures by the House of
Commons, it is certain that it was under Walpole that
its ruling principles were first fixed in parliamentary
government, and that the Cabinet system received the
impression that it bears in our own time.

This is not the place for any inquiry into the black-
letter learning relating to the various royal or national
councils.    The name of Cabinet Council, according to
the books, first occurs casually in Bacon's JUssays.    Sir
Walter Raleigh gave the name of Cabinet Council to his
curious collection of political and polemical aphorisms.
As a piece of mechanism, a Cabinet is first heard of in
the reign of Charles I,.'and is mentioned  both by
Clarendon and Pepys.    Charles II made certain well-
known  experiments  in  the  same  direction,  but  no
monarch with Charles's absolutist leanings could desire
to set up any body of private advisers in an established
position, within either.the letter of the law or the spirit
of the constitution.   The growth of the Cabinet system
has been as gradual, and as apparently fortuitous, as
most other articles of our constitutional development.
Neither the theory, nor the actual rules and marks oiower and authority of Parliament,on so large an amount on hia private credit.e offices of
